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https://www.facebook.com/abundantlifelutheran/ or https://www.instagram.com/abundantlifelutheran/ 

Like us on Facebook and/or follow on Instagram! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. 

Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly 

minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

READINGS 
First Lesson: Isaiah 51:1-6 

Psalm: Psalm 138 

Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8 

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20 
 

SERMON 

by Rev. Jason Zinko 
Bishop, Manitoba/Northwestern Ontario Synod 

Grace, Mercy, and Peace to you in the name of Christ our Saviour. 

 

I first want to say thank you for inviting me into your congregations and into your 

homes to speak about the gospel reading that we have been assigned today. 

 

http://www.abundantlifelutheran.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/abundantlifelutheran/
https://www.instagram.com/abundantlifelutheran/
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“Peter’s Confession,” as this part of Matthew’s gospel is often called, is an incredibly 

important part of Jesus’ story. It is a turning point in Matthew’s gospel in some ways. It 

is here that Jesus starts to unveil his succession plan, handing over the ministry to Peter 

and the disciples after Jesus is no longer with us in body. It is also where Jesus’ journey 

to the cross in Jerusalem picks up some steam. 

 

But at the heart of Peter’s confession, or should I say the reason for it, is Jesus’ question 

about what people are saying about him. More importantly, Jesus wanted to know what 

his followers were saying about him and who his disciples believed him to be.  

 

This is not a question about understanding or knowledge. Jesus is not asking if his 

disciples have seen enough proof or if they have finally caught on to what Jesus has 

been teaching them.  

 

This is a question of purpose and identity. By posing this question, Jesus is actually 

asking the disciples, “Why are you here? Why did you leave your old lives behind to 

wander across the country with me? What does it mean for you to follow me?” 

 

We might think these are questions that the disciples would have asked long before 

following Jesus around the countryside for a year or more. But again, understanding 

who Jesus is does not come only through a specific amount of listening, learning, or 

experience. In part, our belief about who Jesus is comes from God and is revealed 

through faith. It is God’s grace and faithfulness that allow us to see Jesus clearly for 

who he is. 

 

For us, these questions of Jesus’ identity are incredibly important to keep in mind. Who 

we believe Jesus to be will shape our faith, our discipleship, and ultimately our ability to 

see God at work in the world around us. They will help us to solidify our identity as 

disciples, and help us to understand our true motivation in ministry –both as individuals 

and as a church. 

 

I think it goes without saying that this has been a strange year. Nothing seems to be 

‘normal’ –even after many places across our country have been getting back to some 

sort of normal over the past months. Certainly, nothing has been ‘normal’ in the church. 

Our members, leaders, clergy, and bishops have all had to do some reimagining since 

March. We have had to pivot a number of times and try to find creative ways of meeting 

the needs of our congregations and ministries while also making sure that we protected 

our most vulnerable members and the communities around us. 

 

In all of this, it seems that we have really had to stop and think about our identity and 

purpose. We have needed to contemplate why we should start up certain practices, 

programs, or ministries, and why others needed to be postponed or left behind. We 
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needed to prioritize the most effective and most valued ministries because we knew it 

was impossible to go back to the way everything was last year. 

 

Those decisions about ministry did not rely only on practicalities. Those decisions, 

when made in faithful and healthy ways, were intended to help us think about, define, 

and live out our identity as disciples. They will hopefully help our whole church to 

refine our purpose before we move forward. But more importantly, those questions will 

help us to each clearly understand who Jesus is and who we are as his followers. That is 

what will best allow God to form us in faith so that, in each corner of our lives, we will 

be better equipped to see God at work and to faithfully respond to the needs of the 

world. 

 

I’m not sure if you are all aware, but this weekend was supposed to be the time that 

youth from across the ELCIC and the Anglican Church of Canada would have gathered 

together for CLAY – the Canadian Lutheran and Anglican Youth Gathering. Under the 

theme “En Route”, our youth were going to explore what it meant to have faith and to 

be followers of Jesus in daily life. I am so sorry to all of our youth that this couldn’t 

happen for you this year. I know that for many of you, it was going to be your first time 

at a gathering. For others, it would have been your last time to take part in an event or 

ministry that has been so important in your faith lives.  

 

I am also sorry for our church that our youth have missed this experience. CLAY 

Gatherings are extraordinary events to help with the faith formation of some of our 

younger members. These are places where our youth get to think and pray about who 

Jesus is and what a life of following Jesus means. They are times of building our 

Christian identity and growing in our understanding and purpose as God’s children.  

 

I hope that we will all find other ways of engaging our youth in the faith formation that 

they missed this summer. But I also hope that we will seriously consider how we, old 

and young, can more actively engage in practices that will allow God to form and re-

form our faith so that we can see clearly who Jesus is and how our lives as disciples 

carry on the work that God has called us to in baptism.  

 

This is not work that we do on our own or for ourselves. This is not about becoming 

better versions of ourselves in order to win God’s approval. This is work that can only 

be possible because of the never-ending grace and faithfulness of God, expressed 

through the life, death, and resurrection of Christ.  

 

In baptism, and through the gift of the Holy Spirit, God calls each of us to a life of 

discipleship – of following Jesus – so that we are able to share the good news that we 

see and experience all around us.  
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And that life of discipleship will call us to work for justice for the marginalized and 

outcast. It will make us re-examine how our actions can bring harm to others, to 

creation, and to ourselves. And it will demand that we change those harmful ways of 

being. A life of discipleship will naturally call us to action to care for our communities 

in a way that carries on the ministry that Jesus embarked on, to which we are called 

each and every day. 

 

In your homes, communities, and congregations, a life of discipleship will take on 

different forms and will address different needs. But regardless of the specific ways you 

live out your faith, a life of discipleship will be characterized by service, compassion, 

justice, and mercy. It will be a way that others can see and experience God in their lives. 

 

My hope and prayer for each of you is that you are able to see Jesus clearly in your lives 

and that God will give you the grace and faith that you need in order to follow. My 

prayer is that we will all learn to be disciples and carry on the ministry that Jesus has 

entrusted to us.  

 

Grace and peace to you in that work, and in our ministry together. 

 

Amen. 
 

PRAYERS  
God of love, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing hand, especially Brett, 

Kurt, Irene, Steffie, Bill, Lorraine, Chris, Karen & Rolf, Becky, Jon, Michelle, Lynne, Ben, Amanda, 

Zarah, Pastor Donna Smalley and those we name in our hearts or out loud before you. (A brief silence) 

We also pray for those who are grieving.  Amen.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

YOUTH FUNDRAISER YARD SALE – AUG 21 & 22 
Sherwood Park located at 7 Tudor Cres. is holding the annual fundraising yard sale on Friday August 

21 (11:00 -6:00) & Saturday August 22 (9:00-1:00) Sale will be held outdoors following COVID 

regulations. Included in the yard sale is a bake sale, so donations will be accepted at SPLC on Tuesday 

Aug 18 & Thursday Aug 20 between 6:00 – 8:00 pm or Friday morning after 9:00 am. (Donations 

must be wrapped). To make alternate drop off arrangements please contact Lisa, Youth Coordinator to 

schedule. Please contact Youth Coordinator with any questions. 

 

OUTDOOR COMMUNION SERVICE – AUG 23 
You are invited to Prince of Peace's Outdoor Summer Communion Services 

Sunday, August 23 (11:15 - 11:45 AM) Bring your own lawn chairs, water, bug spray. Your safety is 

of utmost importance. When you arrive, you will be asked some questions and to fill out a COVID 

self-assessment form. 
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CLWR ACCEPTING DONATIONS FOR LEBANON CRISIS  
ELCIC’s partner Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) is accepting donations to assist with the 

response to the Lebanon crisis. August 8th the Government of Canada announced a plan to match 

donations made to provide assistance to the people of Lebanon following the disaster that devastated 

the city of Beruit until Aug 24th. CLWR is responding to the devastation through its local partners in 

ACT Alliance who are on the ground in Lebanon, who are focused on life-saving immediate needs 

including shelter, food, clean water and trauma care.  

 

Individuals and congregations wishing to support relief efforts can donate as follows: 

• Make a designated offering donation for “Lebanon Crisis” through any ELCIC congregation. 

• Call CLWR at 1-800-661-2597 (locally at 204-694-6502) to donate by credit card or go online 

at https://clwr.donorshops.com/lebanoncrisis   

• Send a cheque made payable to CLWR and mailed to CLWR, 600-177 Lombard Avenue, 

Winnipeg, MB R3B 0W5. Please indicate that you wish to contribute to “Lebanon Crisis.” 

 

MNO THANK YOU – LUTHER VILLAGE BIKE-A-THON 
The support for the Luther Village shown through the support for Bishop Jason and The Pedaling 

Pastors far exceeded expectations. More than $5,000 was raised for Luther Village, which shows a 

significant commitment to this vital ministry. The team of pastors survived their 100 mile bike ride, in 

spite of high temperatures.  Thank you to those who offered the team support throughout the ride, as 

well as to all who cheered and encouraged through social media throughout the day.  Who is ready to 

join the Pedaling Pastors for next year's ride? (as written in MNO Synod e-news http://mnosynod.org/ ) 

 

RIDE FOR REFUGE IN SUPPORT OF THE URBAN – SAT, OCT 3/20 
Who’s interested in joining a team from ALL? Join our chair Kim riding her bike for this fundraiser. 

You can cycle, walk, do arts and crafts, other fitness, board games or whatever you want to dream up 

in a freestyle category. Let Kim know and she will register you as part of the team in support of the 

Urban. Pastor Jeremy has already signed up to join the team. This is a national fundraiser for charities 

and non-profits working with the vulnerable and disadvantaged. More info at: www.theurban.ca  

 

THE URBAN – AUG NEWSLETTER / THANK YOU NOTE & INFO 
Some notes below from The Urban’s Aug newsletter, view full notice with more details at: 

https://www.theurban.ca/current-newsletter  

 

‘We have so much gratitude for our volunteers and the meal teams, for the prayers, and for all those 

who provide financial support toward our operating expenses.’ 

 

‘Until further notice, the Urban is continuing the suspension of all regular programming (sit-down 

community meals, coffee hours, sharing circles, men’s group, worship services, etc.) in the lower level 

of Lutheran Church of the Cross, due to the COVID-19 pandemic situation. The Lutheran Urban 

Ministry is committed to enforcing 2 m social distancing on the church grounds of Lutheran Church of 

the Cross during bagged lunch distribution. As of September 2, 2020: Masks (cloth or disposable) 

are now mandatory for everyone entering the church property (sidewalk and parking lot) to pick 

up bagged lunches.’ 

 

CANADIAN BIBLE SOCIETY – PSALM 23, MESSAGE OF COMFORT 

See link for latest video reading from the Canadian Bible Society (as shared via their email blast) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O22ZGzrdCbg  

 

https://clwr.donorshops.com/lebanoncrisis
http://mnosynod.org/
http://www.theurban.ca/
https://www.theurban.ca/current-newsletter
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O22ZGzrdCbg
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OFFERING 
We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a financially stressful time for many people. At 

the same time, in order to continue the ministry of our church, we are relying on our members to 

continue to give regularly. Please consider how you are able to continue to support our church during 

this time. There are many ways to give to our church, even if we aren’t meeting in person: 

• Consider signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 

o  to sign up for PAR, please email office@abundantlifelutheran.ca for more information 

• Donating online through the “Online offering” button on our website 

• Sending weekly or monthly cheques in the mail to: 

  Abundant Life Lutheran Church 

  3486 Raleigh Street  

East St. Paul, MB R2E 1B9 

We are thankful for your continued support! 

 

ALL Contact Information: 

Jeremy Langner, Pastor - jeremy@abundantlifelutheran.ca  

Kim Scherger, Core Leadership Chair - chair@abundantlifelutheran.ca  

Lisa van Dijk, Director of Youth Ministries - splc-youth@live.ca  

Rylee Innes, Administrative Secretary - office@abundantlifelutheran.ca  

Lori Templeton, Financial Secretary - office@abundantlifelutheran.ca  

Rick Scherger, Communications Coordinator - rickscherger@fatecommunications.ca  

 

Other ways to stay in touch:  

- Checkout our social media sites, Facebook, Instagram & Youtube Channel 

- Subscribe to receive email blasts of important information & Online Worship info 

- Have a look at our website abundantlifelutheran.ca     

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Jeremy’s Hours 

Tuesday1:00 PM – 4:00 PM / Wednesday 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
 

Administrative Secretary Hours 

Tuesday & Thursday Evenings 
 

REACHING OUT 
Are you in distress? Here are a few numbers that you may find helpful. 
 

911 Emergency 

Dial 911 

Winnipeg Police Service Non-Emergency Line 

1-204-986-6222 
 

Health Links (Info Sante) 

204-788-8200 or toll-free 1-888-315-9257. 
 

Anxiety Disorders Association of Manitoba 

24-7 support line for anyone experiencing anxiety: 204-925-0600 

mailto:office@abundantlifelutheran.ca
mailto:jeremy@abundantlifelutheran.ca
mailto:chair@abundantlifelutheran.ca
mailto:splc-youth@live.ca
mailto:office@abundantlifelutheran.ca
mailto:office@abundantlifelutheran.ca
mailto:rickscherger@fatecommunications.ca
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Klinic Crisis Line 

204-786-8686 or 1-888-322-3019 / TTY 204-784-4097 
 

Manitoba Suicide Line "Reason to Live" 

1-877-435-7170 (1-877-HELP170) 
 

Kids Help Phone (national line available to Manitoba Youth) 

1-800-668-6868 
 

Klinic Sexual Assault Crisis Line 

204-786-8631 or 1-888-292-7565 / TTY 204-784-4097 

http://klinic.mb.ca/crisis-support/
http://reasontolive.ca/
https://kidshelpphone.ca/
http://klinic.mb.ca/in-person-counselling/sexual-assault-crisis-counselling/
http://klinic.mb.ca/in-person-counselling/sexual-assault-crisis-counselling/

