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https://www.facebook.com/abundantlifelutheran/ or https://www.instagram.com/abundantlifelutheran/ 

Like us on Facebook and/or follow on Instagram! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the 

world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us 

strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

READINGS 
First Lesson: Jeremiah 15:15-21 

Psalm: Psalm 26:1-8 

Second Reading: Romans 12:9-21 

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28 
 

SERMON- Pastor Jeremy Langner 
Grace to you and peace in Jesus Christ, the crucified and risen Messiah. Amen. 

 

Picture this. You’re having a conversation with a close friend, and they are telling you 

about their life, and perhaps some big decisions they are making. And as the 

conversation progresses, you start to get more and more concerned about your friend. 

Perhaps you start wondering whether they are really making the right decision, whether 

they really understand what they are getting themselves into. Perhaps you begin to see 

that this road they are taking is going to end up bringing them a lot of suffering, that it’s 
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going to cause a lot of pain to them and those around them. Perhaps you begin to worry 

that this path your friend is contemplating is extremely dangerous.  

 

What would you do? Would you just continue to be a supportive friend? Would you 

say, “Well, if this is right for you, I support you?” Or would you voice your concerns? 

Would you want to warn your friend of the dangers that lie on this path they are taking? 

What would you do? 

 

I wonder if this was the position that Peter found himself in in our Gospel lesson today. 

I wonder if he found himself worrying about these things that Jesus was saying… the 

way he was talking… that he had to go to Jerusalem, and that the elders and the chief 

priests and the scribes were going to arrest him, and put him to death. This is pretty 

scary stuff! I’m sure Peter was really getting worried that his best friend was about to 

get himself into a lot of trouble!  

 

So Peter does what I think any good friend might do in a situation like this. He decides 

to warn Jesus, to try to persuade him in a different direction. He says something like, 

“Hey Jesus, I’m really worried about what you’re saying here! Do you know what 

you’re talking about?? These scribes and chief priests… they’re powerful people! 

You’re doing great here in Galilee… you’re getting huge crowds every Sunday… 

people love hearing your sermons! Why Jerusalem? Stay here… they love you here! 

Forget about all this Jerusalem business!” 

 

You would think that Jesus would see Peter’s concern here. But the way he reacts is 

kind of shocking! You think he might tell Peter, “Hey Pete, I know you’re concerned 

about me, and you want me to be safe. But I really have to do this… God has called me 

to travel this road… God has given me this mission that’s so much bigger than Galilee, 

or even Jerusalem. God’s got a plan here, even if you don’t see it.” 

But instead, he turns and says, “Get behind me Satan!! You are a stumbling block to 

me!” (pause) Ouch. That’s harsh.  

 

Now you might think that calling your best friend “Satan” is never a good idea. And 

you’re probably right. But I’m not sure that Jesus calls Peter “Satan” because he thinks 

that Peter is the root of all evil. Instead, the name “Satan” comes from the Hebrew 

ha’satan, which means “The Tempter.” Peter thinks he is looking out for Jesus’ well 

being. But Jesus only hears temptation. 

 

Temptation to take the easy road.  

 

Temptation to avoid suffering. 

  

Temptation to pursue success, instead of striving to be faithful.  
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Temptation to set your mind on human things, and ignore the call of God.  

 

But Jesus knows that he can’t be distracted by such temptations. He knows that he’s got 

to be laser-focused on his mission – the mission to which God has called him. Peter 

thinks that Jesus’ job as Messiah is to lead the way to glory. Jesus knows the Scriptures 

well enough to know that the path he is called to tread is a path of suffering.  

 

So he keeps teaching the disciples: “Not only will I have to carry a cross, but anyone 

who would follow me must deny themselves and take up their own cross.” We may 

want the path of discipleship to be the path to victory and success, but instead, the path 

of discipleship means the way of the cross.   

 

This is why, as Christians, we are called every day to remember our baptism, to return 

to the waters of our baptism. Because at that moment, when we were received into those 

waters of baptism, we were were baptized not only into a little pool of water, but into 

the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In baptism we were united with Christ, 

so that day by day as we learn to follow Jesus, our lives might be shaped by his life, 

death, and resurrection. 

 

So Martin Luther writes this about baptism:  “What does baptism signify? It signifies 

that the old person in us, with all sins and evil desires is to be drowned and die through 

daily sorrow for sin and through repentance, and on the other hand that daily a new 

person is to come forth and rise up to live before God in righteousness and purity 

forever. As St. Paul says in Romans 6, “We have been buried with Christ by baptism 

into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so 

we too might walk in newness of life.” 

 

Jesus never says that following him will be easy. In fact, he says that it will demand 

everything we’ve got… even our very lives. But if that seems too daunting for you, 

remember that the One that we are called to follow is not just the crucified Messiah, but 

the crucified and risen Messiah. That the One who calls us to die to ourselves is the 

same One who promises us new life, abundant life, in the crucified and risen Messiah. 

 

Luther says that following Jesus means experiencing a death and resurrection every day 

– dying to our selves, and rising to new life in Christ. Sometimes that death is a choice 

we have to make – a choice to turn away from a self-destructive path, or quit an 

unhealthy pattern of behaviour. If you’ve ever done something really hard, like quit 

smoking for example, you might have experienced that kind of death. But sometimes, 

we have no choice in the matter. Sometimes that death just happens, and we’re left 

wondering how God might bring about new life. 
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I think we’ve been experiencing that as a congregation, even as a society. So many 

things that we love have been altered or cancelled completely because of the pandemic. 

Festivals like Folklorama, vacations we’ve planned, special celebrations, even the 

CFL… so many aspects of our lives have been affected.  

 

And church is no different. As we look forward to the fall time, and we consider how 

we might begin worshiping in person again, there will be a lot of things that will look 

quite different. In a way, it may feel a bit like a death of some kind. We might grieve the 

way things used to be… when we didn’t have to worry about things like wearing a 

mask, or answering screening questions…. When we could just sing, and shake hands, 

and hug, and just revel in the freedom of it all. 

 

But God’s promise of new life is still a promise for us, and even in the midst of these 

changes, I believe that, if we take the time to pay attention, we will experience God 

breathing new life into our community of faith. Whenever we gather together, to pray 

and hear words from Scripture, Jesus promises to be with us, present among us, 

breathing new life into our lungs. And that promise applies whether we are gathered 

around computer screens, or in lawn chairs, or in a sanctuary spaced six feet apart. 

When we gather, Jesus will be there. And where Jesus is, there is always new life. 

Amen.    
 

PRAYERS  
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God our rock, teach us to trust in you more each day. Give us courage to trust in your 

promise, even in the midst of our confusing and ever-changing world. Give us courage 

to share the amazing story of Jesus with others in our lives. Lord, in your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

 

God of wisdom, guide the work of researchers, scientists, and health care workers. We 

pray for all those who are working to develop vaccines and treatments for COVID-19. 

Bless their work, so that our world might once again live in freedom without the threat 

of this virus. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God our protector, we pray for our province as we navigate this pandemic. Be with 

everyone in Brandon and in the Prairie Mountain Health Region, as they are 

experiencing outbreaks, and as they adjust to tighter restrictions. We pray for teachers, 

students, and parents who are preparing to go back to school. Keep our schools safe and 

healthy. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 



Abundant Life Lutheran Church – Sunday August 30, 2020 Page 5 of 7 

God our refuge, there are so many people affected by disasters in our world. Be with 

everyone affected by the explosion in Lebanon and its aftermath. Be with those affected 

by raging forest fires in BC, Northern Ontario, and Northern California. Be with the 

families of migrants who lost their lives in the shipwreck off the coast of Libya. Be with 

all those affected by tropical storms Marco and Laura in the Gulf Coast. Be with 

countries facing unrest and violence – especially Mali, Belarus, Venezuela. Lord, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God our creator, you have created all people in your image. Help us to work to 

dismantle racism wherever we find it in our societies. We pray for marginalized peoples 

and for victims of racism. We especially pray for people whose lives are daily affected 

by racism in our own country – especially Indigenous peoples, people of colour, 

religious minorities, and immigrants. We pray for Jacob Blake, who was shot by police 

in Wisconsin this week, and for his family. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Spirit of God, guide the work of your church. We pray especially for the ministries of 

our synod and national church – CLAY, the Urban, Luther Village, and Canadian 

Lutheran World Relief. Guide our bishop, Jason Zinko, and his assistant, Sister 

Michelle Collins, as well as our National Bishop, Susan Johnson. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of love, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing hand, 

especially Brett, Kurt, Irene, Steffie, Bill, Lorraine, Chris, Karen & Rolf, Becky, Jon, 

Michelle, Lynne, Ben, Amanda, Zarah, Pastor Donna Smalley and those we name in our 

hearts or out loud before you. (A brief silence) We also pray for those who are grieving. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers 

to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFIRMATION STARTING UP 
Confirmation commencing Tuesday September 8th,15th and 22nd at ALL. 

 

RIDE FOR REFUGE IN SUPPORT OF THE URBAN – SAT, OCT 3/20 
Who’s interested in joining a team from ALL? Join our chair Kim riding her bike for this fundraiser. 

You can cycle, walk, do arts and crafts, other fitness, board games or whatever you want to dream up 

in a freestyle category. Let Kim know and she will register you as part of the team in support of the 

Urban. Pastor Jeremy has already signed up to join the team. This is a national fundraiser for charities 

and non-profits working with the vulnerable and disadvantaged. More info at: www.theurban.ca  

 

 

 

http://www.theurban.ca/
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THE URBAN – AUG NEWSLETTER / THANK YOU NOTE & INFO 
Some notes below from The Urban’s Aug newsletter, view full notice with more details at: 

https://www.theurban.ca/current-newsletter ‘We have so much gratitude for our volunteers and the 

meal teams, for the prayers, and for all those who provide financial support toward our operating 

expenses.’ 

 

‘Until further notice, the Urban is continuing the suspension of all regular programming (sit-down 

community meals, coffee hours, sharing circles, men’s group, worship services, etc.) in the lower level 

of Lutheran Church of the Cross, due to the COVID-19 pandemic situation. The Lutheran Urban 

Ministry is committed to enforcing 2 m social distancing on the church grounds of Lutheran Church of 

the Cross during bagged lunch distribution. As of September 2, 2020: Masks (cloth or disposable) 

are now mandatory for everyone entering the church property (sidewalk and parking lot) to pick 

up bagged lunches.’ 

 

CANADIAN BIBLE SOCIETY – PSALM 23, MESSAGE OF COMFORT 

See link for latest video reading from the Canadian Bible Society (as shared via their email blast) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O22ZGzrdCbg  

 

OFFERING 
We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a financially stressful time for many people. At 

the same time, in order to continue the ministry of our church, we are relying on our members to 

continue to give regularly. Please consider how you are able to continue to support our church during 

this time. There are many ways to give to our church, even if we aren’t meeting in person: 

• Consider signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 

o  to sign up for PAR, please email office@abundantlifelutheran.ca for more information 

• Donating online through the “Online offering” button on our website 

• Sending weekly or monthly cheques in the mail to: 

  Abundant Life Lutheran Church 

  3486 Raleigh Street  

East St. Paul, MB R2E 1B9 

We are thankful for your continued support! 

 

ALL Contact Information: 

Jeremy Langner, Pastor - jeremy@abundantlifelutheran.ca  

Kim Scherger, Core Leadership Chair - chair@abundantlifelutheran.ca  

Lisa van Dijk, Director of Youth Ministries - splc-youth@live.ca  

Rylee Innes, Administrative Secretary - office@abundantlifelutheran.ca  

Lori Templeton, Financial Secretary - office@abundantlifelutheran.ca  

Rick Scherger, Communications Coordinator - rickscherger@fatecommunications.ca  
 

Other ways to stay in touch:  

- Checkout our social media sites, Facebook, Instagram & Youtube Channel 

- Subscribe to receive email blasts of important information & Online Worship info 

- Have a look at our website abundantlifelutheran.ca     

OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Jeremy’s Hours 

Tuesday1:00 PM – 4:00 PM / Wednesday 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

https://www.theurban.ca/current-newsletter
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O22ZGzrdCbg
mailto:office@abundantlifelutheran.ca
mailto:jeremy@abundantlifelutheran.ca
mailto:chair@abundantlifelutheran.ca
mailto:splc-youth@live.ca
mailto:office@abundantlifelutheran.ca
mailto:office@abundantlifelutheran.ca
mailto:rickscherger@fatecommunications.ca
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Administrative Secretary Hours 

Tuesday & Thursday Evenings 
 

REACHING OUT 
Are you in distress? Here are a few numbers that you may find helpful. 
 

911 Emergency 

Dial 911 

Winnipeg Police Service Non-Emergency Line 

1-204-986-6222 
 

Health Links (Info Sante) 

204-788-8200 or toll-free 1-888-315-9257. 
 

Anxiety Disorders Association of Manitoba 

24-7 support line for anyone experiencing anxiety: 204-925-0600 
 

Klinic Crisis Line 

204-786-8686 or 1-888-322-3019 / TTY 204-784-4097 
 

Manitoba Suicide Line "Reason to Live" 

1-877-435-7170 (1-877-HELP170) 
 

Kids Help Phone (national line available to Manitoba Youth) 

1-800-668-6868 
 

Klinic Sexual Assault Crisis Line 

204-786-8631 or 1-888-292-7565 / TTY 204-784-4097 

http://klinic.mb.ca/crisis-support/
http://reasontolive.ca/
https://kidshelpphone.ca/
http://klinic.mb.ca/in-person-counselling/sexual-assault-crisis-counselling/
http://klinic.mb.ca/in-person-counselling/sexual-assault-crisis-counselling/

